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As many of you are aware, the Trust’s annual meeting scheduled for April had to be postponed due to the
pandemic. Although most of us come for the socialization, the celebration (awards), and education (speaker),
the foremost reason for the meeting is election of Trustees. Now that the governor has given non-profits the
go-ahead to schedule virtual meetings, we will hold our virtual meeting on Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 4
p.m., primarily for the election of Trustees. Everyone is invited, but only members (those who have given to
the Trust ($1+) in the past 12 months) are eligible to vote as per our by-laws. The Nominating and Governance
Committee is proposing a slate of three Trustees – all are currently Trustees.

Since retiring from the Mansfield Public Library, long-time Willington 
resident Marilyn Schreiber has completed her first three-year term as a 
Trustee and is looking forward to serving a second term.  Marilyn has 
served on the Willington Conservation Commission for a number of years 
and has an understanding of evaluating parcels for DEEP Open Space
Grants, easement monitoring, and land use planning. Her interests include
vegetable gardening, hiking, camping, and kayaking. Since becoming a
Trustee in 2017, Marilyn has volunteered countless hours helping to review
and organize documents in our office. She also serves as Secretary on the 
Acquisitions Committee. 

by Nancy Silander and Karen Zimmer
WHERE  HAVE  ALL  THE  MEETINGS  GONE?
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Long-time volunteer Terry Wakeman lives in Ashford and has
completed his first three-year term as Trustee. He was the Director of
the Windham Regional Planning Agency, was involved with sales and
servicing of large industrial equipment, and has been a site planner for
the Early American Industries Association.  He is also a talented
woodworker, and has made kiosks and signs for the Trust, as well as
repaired windows in our blacksmith shop. Terry is the steward for
Friedman Forest and the Hastings Preserve, helps with Grist Mill
maintenance, serves on the Acquisitions Committee and has
undertaken risk assessment for the Trust, as well.

Mansfield resident John Hankins has filled in for a partial term since
May, 2019, but this will be his first three-year term. He recently
retired from Fuss and O’Neil as an environmental consultant. John has
been actively involved in many organizations, including Joshua’s Trust
and briefly served on the JT Board of Trustees in 1989-1990. He is a
steward for Wolf Rock and Jacob’s Hill Preserves. In his application,
John wrote “My early introduction to Joshua’s Trust was by my father
Dave, who was an energetic member of the Trust in the 1980’s and
served as its President. My parents helped to construct several 

Continued on page 6
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BEHIND  THE  SCENES
by Paul Pribula

going gets tough, the tough get going”, the new cliché will be “when
the going gets tough, the smart learn to adapt”.

In spite of the new challenges and restrictions we’ve been facing as
an organization, I have been getting regular reports of innovations
and progress by our staff and volunteers.  Our annual open house
had to be cancelled due to the restriction on large gatherings. The
virtual response was for Peggy Church and Mona Anderson to give
a tour of our Atwood Farm, which was videoed by Kailyn and was
featured as part of the Virtual Connecticut Open House Day on
June 13th.  While it’s unfortunate that participants will miss the feel
of being present at a “live” tour, this production will allow us to
reach many more viewers. Our Gurleyville Grist Mill tours have also
been impacted by large gathering restrictions and business re-
opening certification requirements, but in a similar production,
local historian Bruce Clouette was videoed giving a virtual tour of
the Grist Mill, complete with explanations of the workings and
history of the operation.

Continued on page 7

JOSHUA'S TRUST
Mailing address:
P.O. Box 4 
Mansfield Center, CT 06250

Email: 
administration@joshuastrust.org
www.joshuastrust.org

Visit us at:
The Atwood Farm, 
624 Wormwood Hill Rd., Mansfield Ctr.
Phone: 860-429-9023

OFFICERS
President: Paul Pribula 
Vice President: Robert Beach
Secretary: Karen Zimmer
Treasurer: Gail Bruhn 

STAFF 
Executive Director: Michael Hveem 
Finance Administrator: Joyce Fountain
Volunteer Coordinator: Andy Woodcock
Development Administrator: Kailyn Murphy
Stewardship Coordinator: Ada Snodgrass

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Robert Beach, Mansfield 
Gail Bruhn, Mansfield 
Warren Church, Chaplin 
Ann Dunnack, Columbia
John Hankins, Mansfield 
Carl Lindquist, Chaplin
Dave Perry, Windham 
Betsy Paterson, Mansfield 
Paul Pribula, Willington 
Marilyn Schreiber, Willington
Nancy Silander, Mansfield 
Terry Wakeman, Ashford
Karen Zimmer, Mansfield

The accreditation seal
recognizes land conservation

organizations that meet
national standards for

excellence, uphold the public
trust and ensure that

conservation efforts are
permanent.
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THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS

I realize I don’t need to explain to anyone that
these times are challenging for both
individuals and for us as a group supporting a
non-profit organization.  Times are hard. 
However, similar to the cliché, "when the

Not even a pandemic can stop us
from our conservation work!

Shenipsit
Striders



The milkweed that thrives in the meadow is food for Monarch butterflies. The Monarchs know about
this location, and feed to fuel up for their fall migration to Mexico. It’s hard to believe that these fragile
looking creatures can accomplish such a long journey. On our fishing trips we see them flying across breezy
Long Island Sound heading towards New York, New Jersey and south. The best time to see the Monarchs is
probably in July after the Milkweed is up, through September on warm sunny days. The meadows are also
suitable for many mammal and avian species that will not make their home anywhere else. Bird watchers
have reported seeing rare Warblers nesting there. 
 
The meadows are scheduled to be cleared by brush hog every two years. This prevents the forest
from taking over. On the advice of retired State of Connecticut ecologist Ken Metzler, the earth was also
scarified. This “scratching” will give the milkweed a better chance to take root and hopefully displace the
Barberry and Multiflora Rose. These meadows were cleared in a timely manner in late winter by                                

JOSIAS  BYLES
SANCTUARY  MEADOWS  CLEARING
by Nord Yakovleff

Meadows are disappearing as a habitat here in Connecticut.
Wildlife that depend on meadows are struggling to survive.
We have witnessed the disappearance of Ruffed Grouse
here in the last 25 years. At Joshua’s Trust’s Josias Byles
Sanctuary in Ashford there are two meadows. One meadow is
8-10 acres in size; the other is smaller, 2-3 acres. The
meadows are surrounded by a bio-diverse climax forest
characterized by a tall leaf canopy. As trail stewards, we
initiated a program to keep these meadows open. Keeping the
meadows open allows suitable habitat for certain wildlife.
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contractors Don Bunce and Greg Peck. They did a terrific
job, and were done before nesting season had started.

Josias Byles Sanctuary is located in Ashford, across from the
North Vet clinic on Rt 44. There are three marked hiking
trails as well as the meadows for the public to enjoy. Trail
stewards Nord Yakovleff, Peggy Rux, and Marian Matthews
hope you will come visit.

Trail Stewards: Nord Yakovleff and Peggy Rux



WANT TO SEE MORE OF JOSHUA'S TRUST?
Follow us on social media!

@joshuastrust @joshuas_trust @JoshuasTrust_ joshuastrust.org
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Jake Squires - Warren Stone Preserve

Jake Squires - Knowlton Hill Preserve

Jo Ann Reynolds 
 H.E. Preston Nature Sanctuary

Eric Moyher 
 Wolf Rock Nature Preserve

Diane Dorfer
Fenton River

Jesse LaBlanc - Friedman Forest

VIEWS  YOU 'VE  SHARED



FILAMENT  AND  FISHING

As the temperature rises, fishing is becoming a regular pastime again. Yellow perch, large-mouth bass,
bluegill and crappie are a few that are common to the area that Joshua's Trust serves. Learning the
technique and patience brings stress relief, bonding, and sustenance to those anglers who are passionate
about the environment. The time spent outdoors has given them a heightened appreciation for clean water,
air, and protected land. They contribute to the funding of land conservation and education programs
through the purchase of fishing licenses.

by Ada Snodgrass
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You may not know, but Joshua’s Trust has a Book Group. The group, moderated by
Kristine and Thor Thorson, continues to thrive, even in this time of pandemic.
While snow forced a cancellation in December, no virus can stop them from
meeting virtually! Right now the group is at max capacity. If a new moderator
would like to begin another group, there is currently a small waiting list, and the
Thorsons would be more than happy to share what works (and doesn’t) for
discussion purposes. If you are interested in moderating, please contact
administration@joshuastrust.org.

In the meantime, if you have been inspired by your walks out-of-doors, and would
like some other perspectives besides yours, here are some suggestions from the JT
Book Group that they have enjoyed discussing this year. And now that libraries will
once again be open, you should be able to access these more easily. Enjoy! 

The Worst Hard Time 
Timothy Egan

Amity and Prosperity
Eliza Griswold

Soul of an Octopus 
 Sy Montgomery

Underland 
 Robert MacFarlane 

Buzz Sting Bite 
 Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson  
The Revolutionary Genius

of Plants 
Stefano Mancuso

 Rising 
Elizabeth Rush

On Trails
 Robert Moor 

Reading ListJOSHUA'S  TRUST  BOOK  CLUB
by Kristine Thorson

However, sometimes even the most experienced fisherman may leave behind some
fishing line. This can have devastating effects on other wildlife in the area. Birds, fish,
turtles, frogs, and small mammals can easily become entangled and killed. It’s
especially painful if a hook is swallowed as well, leading to starvation and internal
bleeding. Unfortunately this has been happening recently at our Pigeon Swamp
Preserve, where a Belted Kingfisher was seen entangled in discarded fishing line. This
preserve in particular is known for its diverse habitats, where some of the area’s most
vulnerable wildlife takes refuge. 

Monofilament does not biodegrade over time; so it needs to be disposed of properly
to prevent it from causing environmental hazards for several years. Before depositing
it into the trash, cut the line into six inch long strands, as you would plastic rings. At
Joshua’s Trust, we welcome and encourage visitors to enjoy the land and exercise
their passion for the natural environment. Let’s work together to keep it safe for the
wildlife – after all, the animals are what make the preserves so extraordinary.

Pigeon Swamp Preserve



I’ve enjoyed chairing the Joshua’s Trust Stewardship
committee from 2015 to 2020. During my tenure, JT has
gone through significant changes with the revision of
the bylaws and mission statement, and a new strategic
plan for Conservation and Historic preservation. We
have blended staff and volunteers, and partnered with
volunteers from local schools and universities.

 The Stewardship Committee has refocused its efforts,
too. A great deal of time, energy, and financial resources
have been dedicated to the maintenance of our two
historic sites: The Gurleyville Grist Mill/Miller’s Cottage
and Atwood Farm. Have you noticed how great our
properties look? Improved signage, renewed blazes on 
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STEWARDSHIP  CHAIR:  OLD  AND  NEW

the trails, clearly marked boundaries, invasive plant control, and new kiosks have made a big difference in
how the public views our organization. Management Plans for each property have been updated to include
steps to mitigate climate change. John Hankins will replace me as Stewardship chair. He has already
demonstrated his enthusiasm and expertise as a member of the Stewardship Committee and the
Acquisition Committee. The JT Stewardship Committee is in good hands!

~Ann Dunnack

I was only a few days into my retirement in 2018 when I pulled the Joshua’s Trust Walk book off the shelf. A
few minutes later, my dog Bridget and I embarked on a four-month mission to complete all 60 walks
described in the book. Touring the Joshua’s Trust properties, I was struck by how well our preserves are
maintained. Yellow trail blazes were freshly painted, brush was cut back, and bridges and boardwalks
spanned the more troublesome spots. While there’s always room for improvement, it was clear to me that
the system we’ve set up with volunteer stewards and regional coordinators has been highly effective and
that our volunteers are deeply invested in our mission. Our recent success has had much to do with the
leadership of the tireless Ann Dunnack. As I step into Ann’s rather large shoes, I’m comforted by the fact
that Ann will remain a member of the committee and that our ongoing stewardship efforts will be
supported by a capable professional staff that knows how to get things done.

~John Hankins

popular trails in Mansfield, including trails in the Mansfield Hollow area and in Schoolhouse Brook
Park. I consider the acquisition and stewardship of open space, particularly in this area of
Connecticut, to be part of my genetic material.” John has already proven to be a valuable Trustee,
working on conservation easement enforcement. He has cheerfully agreed to chair the Stewardship
Committee.

WHERE  HAVE  ALL  THE  MEETINGS  GONE? (CONTINUED)



PRESIDENT 'S  COLUMN  (CONTINUED)

Performing stewardship and monitoring tasks solo or in very small numbers whenever the work can be
accomplished safely (e.g., not dropping trees)
Addressing social media, outreach and administrative tasks remotely
Leveraging recreational visits to our properties to note and report trail condition and trail map issues
so that they can be addressed
Taking GPS tracks of our trails and uploading to AllTrails

Our staff and volunteers have adapted to social distancing guidelines by

While there has been much concern expressed in the non-profit arena regarding the impacts that recent
tax law changes, economic uncertainty, and employment numbers will have on charitable giving, the
response by our membership to our recent giving appeals has continued to be generous. This speaks
highly of the commitment of our members, and their belief in our mission. Thank you. One last note: Ann
Dunnack, after numerous years of membership of the JT Board of Trustees and 5 years as chair of our
Stewardship committee, is stepping down per our term limit policies. Organizing and directing the
numerous volunteers who have accepted responsibility for stewardship of our 70 fee-owned parcels and
monitoring of the 59 conservation restrictions we hold is obviously a huge role requiring skill, tact, and a
tremendous commitment of time.  Thank you, Ann, and I look forward to continuing to work with you in
your new roles.

As we looked at the likelihood of social distancing being around
 for at least the summer, here at Joshua's Trust we knew we were going to have to take things virtual.
Equipped with just an iPhone you can do quite a bit, but a chance meeting with The Last Green Valley's
Chief Ranger Bill Reid had us dreaming bigger. When I met with Bill and Fran Kefalas, Assistant Director
of The Last Green Valley, I heard about a grant opportunity for land trusts to purchase equipment for
exactly this reason. Seeing all that The Last Green Valley was able to do with their equipment
immediately sent me grant writing. Now thanks to The Last Green Valley's grant, we have been able to
bring you high quality virtual tours with many more to come! We hope we will be able to get back to
meeting in person soon, but the nice thing about virtually sharing our properties is we can literally share
them with the world! 

MEMBERSHIP WITH JOSHUA'S TRUST
Your donation, of any amount, to Joshua's Trust makes you a member of Joshua's Trust for one

year from the date of your donation. Members have voting privileges at our annual meetings and
are occasionally invited to members only events. But even more importantly, our members are a
community of individuals who are working to ensure that the historic and natural spaces in our

community are preserved forever. 

Joshua's Trust News • Summer 2020 Page 7

GRANT TAKES JT VIRTUAL
by Kailyn Murphy

Peggy Church
giving a virtual

tour of the
Weaver's Cottage.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO  JOSHUA'S TRUST'S

 54TH ANNUAL MEETING

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
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Hartford, CT 06101
PERMIT NO. 2775

JOSHUA’S TRACT                                                           
CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC TRUST, INC.
P.O. BOX 4
MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 06250

 This meeting will be a bit different than in the past as
it will be virtual. 

Please RSVP at joshuastrust.org/annual-meeting and
you will then receive an email with further

instructions and details. If you do not have internet
access please call us at 860-429-9023.

August 12th at 4:00 PM


