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A few months ago, at Joshua’s Trust, we received a
call from Florida from Charles Freiman. He had
received one of our recent newsletters because he
owns land next to our Warren Stone Preserve in
Hampton. He wanted to gift us a small parcel of
land in memory of his late father, Peter Freiman.
Peter Freiman was well-known in Hampton for his
antique shop Pete’s Antiques, which he took over
from his father in his retirement.

Prior to tending the antique shop, Pete was a
World War II bomber who flew B17’s. He attended
college for opera and ultimately settled back in his
hometown of Hampton after the war and worked
in insurance. However, his true love was for
nature. He was an avid fisherman, outdoorsman,
and animal lover. He instilled these loves in his
sons whom he took on hikes, fishing or playing in
the woods nearly every weekend.

Pete lived a full life to the age of 89. After his
passing his ashes were scattered on the
Natchaug River in honor of his love for fishing
there.

Though Pete was never involved with Joshua’s
Trust during his life, Charles believes that he
would have fully supported the mission of
Joshua’s Trust and is proud that his father’s
legacy and love for nature will continue at the
newest Joshua’s Trust property, Pete Freiman
Park. This location will be used as a parking
area for the Warren Stone Preserve, which,
until now, has been difficult to access despite
its great trail. We hope that you will join us in
continuing Pete’s love for nature in our
northeast corner of Connecticut by visiting
Pete Freiman Park and enjoying a walk on
Warren Stone Preserve trail.
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RECLAMATION
by Paul Pribula

Coventry, with the intention of taking some drone photos for
possible inclusion in the Winter newsletter. I had walked the
property several times prior, and knew that it had some challenges
including a history of sporadic dumping by persons unknown of a
variety of items such as tires, mattresses, and broken furniture that
are not a typical feature in our preserves.

I had also seen a report from our Stewardship Chair, John Hankins,
documenting work that had been done over 3 days earlier in
November by staff, volunteers and a group of 50 student volunteers
from the University of Connecticut. I was expecting a major
improvement and was not disappointed. What had been a tangle of
impenetrable brush only partly concealing many examples of the
effluvia of humanity now included a nicely groomed loop trail that
features views of a  large marsh, several vernal pools, and secluded
reaches of the Willimantic River. What I wasn’t seeing was any of
the junk that had previously been strewn over the landscape. This
had clearly been a major reclamation project and an enhancement.

Continued on page 5
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THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS

I am writing this column on Sunday,
November 29th, after having an experience
that has restored my faith in at least some of
humanity. I had planned a visit to one of
Joshua’s Trust’s most recent acquisitions, the
Schmid Overlook on Flanders Road in 

Willimantic River 
by Schmid Overlook. 

Shenipsit
Striders



Bradley-Buchanan Bridge – This project, led by our Volunteer Coordinator Andy Woodcock, has been in
the works for over a year! There was a shortage of pressure treated wood due to Covid which caused some
delays, but it is now complete. Many local volunteers had a hand in designing, transporting materials, and
building the bridge. We hope you use it to access other nearby trails as well!
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Pigeon Swamp Spruce Up – Over 50 UConn students from the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity came out to our
Pigeon Swamp Preserve in Lebanon to help work on five different areas of the 135 acre property. This
allowed for safe social distancing and for several projects to be done at once. The first group worked on
cleaning up some overgrowth near the entrance. Two other groups focused on trail trimming and invasive
removal on opposite sides of the large loop. There is an old foundation and rock walls just off the main trail,
which was cleared of brush to better show off this historical feature. Finally, the spur trail and observation
area near the marshland was opened up to improve the view of the wetlands and wildlife.

WINTER  WRAP-UP
by Ada Snodgrass

Winter is upon us! Looking back on this year I am so proud at
how much the Trust and our volunteers were able to
accomplish while navigating our new normal. Here is a look at
three of our largest projects of 2020.

Schmid Overlook Overhaul – Another 60 UConn Sigma Chi Gamma
Omega fraternity volunteers helped us clean up our newest
property, Schmid Overlook in Columbia. It has a history of being
used as a dump, so there was a significant amount of trash. It’s an
ongoing project but we could not have gotten as much done in one
day without the help of these volunteers. Everything from bottles to
tires, even old furniture was pulled out and properly disposed of. We
even made it a point to help a neighbor clean up some things that
had been dumped on their land!

If you had a hand in these, or any other
projects this year, we are eternally
grateful for your time and hard work! Our
next event is a Winter Walk with Laurie
Gypson at H. E. Preston Nature Sanctuary
December 12th 10am-12pm. We have
already begun planning activities for 2021.
Stay tuned, and I hope to see you out on
the trails.



almost daily as a way to manage their stress and get out of the house. Wolf Rock seemed like the perfect place
to profess their love; it has a beautiful view, it was a meaningful location that helped keep them sane, and it was
located in Mansfield – the place they first met and began a life together. Wedding planning is never easy,
especially in a global pandemic,  but somehow the day worked out perfectly. It was 70 degrees on October 10th,
sunny, and an absolutely perfect day to celebrate with their closest friends and immediate family. After the
ceremony, Craig and Annie hiked with their photographer from Wolf Rock to the entrance at Jacob’s Hill Rd. as
a way to have their own special moments on their wedding day. 

Annie Szarka and Craig Hodgins became friends while
lifeguarding at Mansfield Community Center in college in
2013, and started dating almost two years later. (Fast
forward 5 years, Craig proposed under the Eiffel Tower in
Paris - dreamy!) They knew a few weeks after lock-down
that coronavirus wasn’t going away, so they decided to
cancel their larger wedding and have a smaller, more
intimate ceremony instead. Quarantine was certainly
difficult for everyone to adjust to, but Craig and Annie
hiked up to Wolf Rock from their condo in Freedom Green 

WANT TO SEE MORE OF JOSHUA'S TRUST?
Follow us on social media!

@joshuastrust @joshuas_trust @JoshuasTrust_ joshuastrust.org
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TRAILSIDE  WEDDINGS

Sara-Ann Chaine and Justin Smith were
also married October 10, 2020. They were
married with their children by their side.

They wanted a beautiful, relaxed, and free
location within Mansfield to be married –

ideally outdoors - and Wolf Rock fit the bill
perfectly!

Photo credit: Heather and Sarah
Photography.

Photo credit: Danny LaGare



SCOUT  CIRCLE  - WOLF  ROCK

“During a recent visit to Mansfield I had the pleasure of taking the short hike up and around Wolf Rock.  There
was a leafy carpet everywhere so it was good that there were still blue markers for the trail. Rewind to before
1980 and the hike back to Crane Hill Road would have required retracing my steps. Now, however, as I hiked in,
I came to a split in the trail. "Cool, they’ve kept the markers yellow," I thought. Do I go right on the yellow trail
around the base of the rock ledge or continue up to see the boulder? I stayed on the blue trail and went up to
the ledge. When I got there, I was taken back to my Mansfield Middle School Challenge rock climbing activity. 
Just as I had, a person stood nervously about to rappel from the top.

by Seth Yen Johnson
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An aside: While I was standing there, pondering the major job that had been accomplished, and also figuring
from where I should launch my drone, a large shadow passed in front of me, obviously from a large bird. 
 Figuring it was from a tardy Turkey Vulture that was investigating whether I was as healthy as I looked, and
maybe I should move around more, I turned sunward and saw that it was an Osprey circling an eddy in the
river.  That really capped it for me.

I need to thank Ada Snodgrass, Andy Woodcock, Ann Dunnack, Kelsey Adamson and John Hankins for
organizing, working, and supervising the UConn student volunteers who showed up to collect and haul
garbage (yes, divided up into 6 small groups). I also want to thank Eric Trott and the Town of Coventry for
providing and removing the 30-yard dumpster and picking up the tires. We’ll publish and hold an event when
the property is ready for prime time, and you’ll be able to see what was accomplished. When you do walk the
trail, what you won’t see includes car seats, metal drums, a derelict duck blind that was demolished and
removed, 30 bags of assorted “minor” debris and 15 tires. Please stay safe.  If you’re reading this, we need
you.

RECLAMATION(CONTINUED)

On this colorful fall day, I turned to the impressive boulder for a bit
and then continued down the other side where I met a similarly
masked hiker. What a nice surprise that we overlapped growing up in
Mansfield. At the old road, I turned right and then right again for the
quick return on the yellow trail. I searched ahead as I walked by each
patch of yellow painted bark.  And then I found one! I remember
collecting the can lids and painting them yellow in our basement.
From the rust showing through this is likely a marker we hung in 1980 
during my Eagle Scout project. I planned where to cut what became Scout Circle with Sam Dodd of Joshua’s
Trust. I remember organizing friends and fellow Boy Scouts to cut the trail in a time before we could drive. How
great that 40 years later hikers still benefit from the fun hours we invested in creating a loop back to Crane Hill
Road. I hope you, too, can enjoy this short hike.



I first met Fran when we served together on a committee created by the
Coventry Town Selectman to recommend whether the town should create
a Conservation Commission. The Coventry Conservation Commission was
created in 1967 and Fran and I were charter members. Our first order of
business was to develop a Town Conservation and Open Space Plan. Fran
played a key role in the creation of this first plan. In addition to other
Commission activities she organized the first Town Roadside Clean-up,
enlisting local Boy and Girl Scout Troops with adult volunteers. Later she
participated in developing a recommendation for the Town purchase of
the former Salvation Army Property at the southern end of Wangumbaug
Lake, now known as Patriots Park.  

The Coventry Conservation Commission took a leadership role in the
creation and implementation of The Willimantic River Task Force from
late 1960’s to early 1970’s. To publicize the Task Force, Fran came up with
the idea of having a public kayak trip down the river from Stafford Springs
to Columbia. Fran took pictures of the event and wrote news articles. The
kayak trips were very successful and were repeated in the fall and spring
for several years. 

Later, she became very active in Joshua’s Trust. Coventry and the
surrounding towns owe a lot to Fran Funk for her leadership and
dedication to the conservation of their natural resources and
preservation of open space.

- Hugo Thomas
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IN  MEMORY  OF  FRAN  FUNK
Fran

She loved nature and history,
but most of all people.

She blessed Joshua’s Trust
with her gentle, kind,
generous spirit.

Her revealing photos fill our
files and our website: the
properties, the historic
buildings, the people.

Fran the peacemaker:
wherever she went she spread
calm and reason.

Her wonderful smile radiated
love and joy.

May she rest in peace.

- Ann Dunnack

Frances “Fran” Funk, who passed away in October, was an integral part of Joshua’s Trust almost since its
inception. Never one to say no, even as a younger woman, Fran agreed to be president of the ten-year-old
organization in 1976, when efforts were underway to preserve the Trust’s signature property – the
Gurleyville Grist Mill and Wilbur Cross home. Realizing that unless they had outside funding, the restoration
process would stop before it started. She worked with Annarie Cazel to secure grant funding from both
state and federal sources, and to initiate what would become for many years the Trust’s signature fundraiser
– concerts. Her energy and optimism and enthusiasm inspired others, and ensured that the mill and the
house would be, and remains, appropriately restored. 

After leaving the presidency in 1980, Fran continued to participate in the Trust as it grew. Among other
“jobs” she took on was Trust photographer. In her other life, Fran was the official photographer for the
Willimantic Chronicle. That the Chronicle’s area of coverage happens to overlap with the Trust’s
undoubtedly helped her spread the mission of the Trust. There was no one better to work with at 



community outreach events, as she was always
willing to seek out passers-by, able to answer
questions, and explain why the Trust should
matter to them. In 2013, as the Trust was going
through some growing pains moving from the
Eagleville Schoolhouse to the Atwood Farm and
having recently hired its first executive director,
she once again agreed to be president, and
capably led this transition. Until her most
recent illness, she continued to be involved, as
chair of the Grist Mill Committee, but also as a
volunteer for numerous other jobs, including
photographing the recent renovations at the
mill and working with community outreach.
Because of Fran’s unending willingness to say
“yes” when it mattered most and her
commitment, she will long be remembered as an
important leader of the Trust, especially when it
was most needed.

- Nancy Silander

(For a fuller obituary please see the Willimantic
Chronicle and the Potter Funeral Home.)
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LATE  BREAKING

CONSERVATION  NEWS!

MILLING  AROUND  FOR  THE
GRIST  MILL  RESULTS!

The Trust has just successfully
protected a property of over 200

acres in Chaplin, Connecticut. 

Details to follow! 

Our Milling Around for the Grist
Mill fundraiser raised $4,054! Thank

you to all who participated and
walked our mill properties. 
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Pigeon Swamp 
January 9th at 2:00 PM
Led by Nancy Silander 

Hubbard Sanctuary 
February 13th at 10:00 AM 

Led by Deb Field 

Space is limited to 10 people, please register at
joshuastrust.org/winter-walks-registration 


