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When Joanne Freemen inherited her parent’s
property, she knew it was important to honor
them by ensuring the land would be protected as a
resource for wildlife. “The cherry trees across the
river have been great forage for migrating birds.
I’d like to see more food sources like that on the
property.” The 5.3-acre parcel sits on the south
side of Old Turnpike Road, directly across the road
from Joshua’s Trust’s existing Mason’s Mill
property. On the present Freeman property, there
are still remnants of the mill’s blacksmith shop
foundation.

When asked about her fondest memory Joanne
replied, “My father would walk with me and my
siblings through the woods all of the time. We
would raise chestnut trees on the property and
collect the old husks.” These memories are what
inspired her to suggest Joshua’s Trust plant a
chestnut orchard over time. “I’ve always had an 
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interest in trees fundamental to the ecosystem.
We are kind of in a holding position until a
transgenic species is available, maybe in a few
years.”

The American chestnut was once one of the
dominating species of the eastern side of the
country. The wood was an ideal building
material in colonial times, and the nut was
used as a food source for both humans and
wildlife.

Unfortunately, around 1904 a fungus from Asia
was accidently introduced causing a
devastating blight. Cankers prevent soil
nutrients from reaching the tree above ground,
eventually killing it. According to the American
Chestnut Society, “Despite its demise as a
lumber and nut crop species, the American 
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 A SNEAK  PEEK  AT  A NEW  ACQUISITION  
by Ada Snodgrass
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IT 'S  NOT  GLAMOROUS
by Rob Beach

speculate about the number of people and the range of skills that
are necessary for the protection of land.

If no one cares for the land, of course, it is simply subject to the
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. If the land is sufficiently
remote, it may escape unscathed for some time or it may be subject
to acceptable logging or another relatively benign use. Its owner
may be a conservationist. Sooner or later, however, market
pressures are likely to change the nature of the land. Although
there may be benevolent owners, corporate or individual,
ultimately a perpetual organizational owner must exist if the land is
to be conserved.

The people who comprise Joshua’s Trust have created and
maintained such an organization. Fifty-five years ago visionaries
imagined a version of the future that values conservation and 
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The accreditation seal
recognizes land conservation

organizations that meet
national standards for

excellence, uphold the public
trust and ensure that

conservation efforts are
permanent.

Walking my dog on protected property, I
sometimes find my thoughts wandering to
unintended and unforeseen places. This
morning, while crunching on dry leaves on a
gray day, I contemplated Joshua’s Trust’s
recent significant additions and began to 
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THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Shenipsit
Striders



I donate to Joshua's Trust every year because my passion is for the environment, and JT protects important local
land, gives access to thousands of acres to our community, and updates us on important ecological issues. For
those of us over the age of 70 ½, we can donate to a qualified charitable organization like JT directly from our IRA
(Individual Retirement Account) and it should not be taxed as income, assuming one follows all the rules. It’s best
to discuss the option with your financial advisor or attorney because there are rules and they sometimes change.
But here are a few things to consider: a. To enjoy the tax benefit (i.e. not paying taxes) you must donate directly
to a non-profit; if you withdraw and then donate you probably won't; b. if you are at the age for required
minimum distributions from your IRA, you may be able to donate up to $100,000 of that directly to a qualified
charity and that amount shouldn’t be included in your income for tax purposes for that year; c. when you keep
your income lower, you may end up in a lower tax bracket. Some of our supporters take advantage of this
strategy when they donate. Again, talk with your financial advisor to see if you qualify, that it makes good sense
for you, and to make sure you do it correctly! 
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IT 'S  NOT  GLAMOROUS  (CONTINUED)
followed through with the hard work of legal establishment. Over the years, dedicated volunteers and, later,
professionals in addition to volunteers, have performed the thankless work of record keeping and keeping
up with corporate filings, taxation matters, development of bylaws and policies, and the cultivation of
ethical governance. The work is necessary but not glamorous. 

Once the organization is in place, the stage is set for the many players who orchestrate the transaction
itself. The donors of the property have become aware of the benefits of perpetual conservation and have
become motivated to convey the land to the trust. Representatives of the Trust may have approached the
owner and discussed the idea of leaving a legacy; perhaps the owners have been involved themselves in the
conservation movement. And, yes, lawyers and appraisers execute the technical aspects of acquisitions.
Environmental experts and naturalists, volunteer and otherwise, review the property for its conservation
value. Volunteers locate the boundaries on the ground.

Stewards play a role, both directly and indirectly. At the time the land is acquired for protection, stewards
plan future management. Perhaps more critically, the quality of stewardship of existing properties inspires
potential donors, who can give with the confidence that their trust will not be misplaced. The community at
large contributes financially. The acquisition process itself costs money even if the land is donated, and
despite dedication to the cause, it costs money to maintain the organization. The financial stability of the
organization is essential to its ability to conserve land in perpetuity. 

When I contemplate the number of people who over the years contribute to land conservation and the way
their roles convert the theory of conservation into the reality of physical parcels of protected land, I am
filled with gratitude and no small sense of wonder that it can all come together. In the new year, my
resolution is to be one of the many people who continue to work the magic.

IRA DISTRIBUTIONS
by Karen Zimmer



WANT TO SEE MORE OF JOSHUA'S TRUST?
Follow us on social media!

@joshuastrust @joshuas_trust @JoshuasTrust_ joshuastrust.org
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THROUGH  THE  VOLUNTEER  COORDINATOR 'S  EYES . . .

Atwood Farm, the last of the foliage.

Members of UConn's business
fraterntiy, Sigma Pi, clear the wall at

Chenes Roches, revealing the beauty of
Connecticut.

A bridge at Pigeon Swamp Preserve in
Lebanon gets a new handrail and metal

mesh to improve footing. Volunteers
from towns, schools and colleges also

worked the trails. 

A seasonal brook at
Church Farm receives a

steppingstone
replacement from a

Joshua's Trust trail crew.
(Pictured above) 

Twenty trail crews
improved trails, walls,

fences and fields on our
properties from

September to November.
For more information

about how you can get
involved, please contact

Andy Woodcock.



After slumbering dormant during the COVID-19
Pandemic, Joshua’s Trust’s Gurleyville Grist Mill revived
with a large party on Connecticut Open House Day in
early June. Over fifty people came to visit and tour the
unique museum. Docents explained the machinery of
the nineteenth century water-powered grist mill, and
showed photographs taken of the working sawmill from
the early twentieth century. Guests also visited the
Wilbur Cross exhibit and gift shop in the Miller’s
Cottage.  A display of corn cob, to corn kernel, to corn
meal, and finally to corn muffin, was enjoyed by all. The
muffins were delicious! People of all ages, from near and
far, attended the celebration. 

After that great start, the docent committee set up a
schedule to open the Grist Mill on Sunday afternoons,

chestnut is not extinct. The blight cannot kill the underground root system as the pathogen is unable to compete
with soil microorganisms. Stump sprouts grow vigorously in cutover or disturbed sites where there is plenty of
sunlight, but inevitably succumb to the blight.” Because the saplings cannot survive this, many experts consider
the species “fundamentally” extinct.

However, there is hope. The American Chestnut Foundation, a partner in the Forest Service’s effort to restore
the tree, is getting closer to creating a blight-resistant American chestnut. At the same time, in the National
Forest System “Several studies are under way that are aimed at developing management protocols foresters can
use to reintroduce the species to forests.” Perhaps we will see this in 2022? 

*This acquisition is still pending and is not yet open to the public.*
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ANOTHER  SEASON  AT  THE  GURLEYVILLE  GRIST  MILL

through mid October. Each Sunday afternoon from three to ten people would drop in to enjoy the peaceful
grounds by the Fenton River, and take the Mill tour with a docent.

The Gurleyville Grist Mill wrapped up the season by opening for two Sundays for the Last Green Valley’s
Walktober Event. Because of the widespread publicity associated with Walktober, we had an increase in the
number of visitors, and many came from outside Mansfield.

Our docents are excited to be planning the 2022 season, and would welcome new volunteers. We need docents,
people to help keep the grounds in shape, a new steward for the property, and of course your donations!

by Ann Dunnack

Gurleyville Grist Mill on Connecticut Open
House Day 2021.

SNEAK  PEEK  (CONTINUED)



In 1987, seven building lots on Browns Road were planned for new colonial architecture homes. I selected
my lot at 422 Browns Road based on the view from my front yard. The beautiful land across the street was
owned by Dorothy Goodwin and it contains scenic rock ledges that can be seen from the road, a pine forest
and a brook about a third of a mile from the road. For several years I enjoyed trimming near the road,
picking up fallen branches and enjoying the solitude of the woods most winter mornings for about an hour. 

In the early 1990’s I decided to rebuild my front stone wall to make it neat as it had fallen into disarray over
the years. Then I decided to do the same across the street at the Goodwin property. While rebuilding the
wall I noticed that I only had enough stones for about two thirds of the length. I decided to build a few
cairns with the remaining stones along the route where the wall would be.

In December, 1989, I took my future wife for a walk in the woods to the stream and I made a proposal of
marriage to her. I was elated with her answer and we have been a happy couple for 31 years.

I retired from teaching art in 2010 and built an art studio in my back yard. Nature and the woods give me
desired subject matter to paint. The deer in my paintings come from photos taken while viewing or being in
the tract across the street. When that impressive piece of nature became a part of Joshua’s Trust I
volunteered to keep the sign post supplied with maps so that the public could experience what I have
experienced for all of those years.
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AN  ARTIST 'S  INSPIRATION
by Scott Rhoades

 "My Front Yard View" 
By Scott Rhoades

THERE ARE

SEVEN ANIMALS

IN THIS

PAINTING. CAN

YOU SPOT THEM

ALL?
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“Oh, wow look at that.” “Cool!” “I love nature!” It took only
two years of planning and postponing to hear those
comments by children from Windham’s Sweeney School and
Barrows School after-school programs as they participated
in nature-based activities in and out of doors. Peg Curtis,
volunteer extraordinaire from the Trust, working with Beth
Bernard from Connecticut Forest and Parks, Meg Rondeau
from Goodwin State Forest, and the staff from the two
programs, implemented many different options for students
to learn about and engage in hands-on projects on nature 

  

STUDENTS  EXPERIENCE  THE  OUTDOORS  INDOORS
by Nancy Silander

and the out-of-doors. Taking advantage of the school district’s half days, the program was held at Barrows
on two occasions. Activities incorporated literacy (reading and responding to the story Owl Moon by Jane
Yolen) and math learning (making shape bracelets.) Students spent time outdoors examining the
naturescape and discovering how animals camouflage. 

A third day will take place in the spring at a Trust preserve, giving the students an opportunity to explore
trails and to incorporate what they learned, as well as to experience the differences in the seasons. None of
this would have been possible without the support of the Pageau Trust, who awarded a grant to Joshua’s
Trust in November, 2019. The grant covers transportation costs as well as the cost for training the staff
using Project Learning Tree resources. Exposing children to nature and the out-of-doors will not only offer
benefits now but has been shown to be an important influence during their life. If you are interested in
volunteering for this and other activities, please contact us at activities@joshuastrust.org 

  

mailto:activities@joshuastrust.org
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For more information about each hike and to register visit
joshuastrust.org/events.

 
January 15 at 1:00 pm 
Nordic Walking, Allanach-Wolf Woodlands

February 12 at 1:00 pm 
Lichens Walk, location TBA

March 12 at 1:00 pm 
Mills, Mills, Mills, Mason's Mill 

Please note that registration is required for all Joshua's Trust walks.


