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     In my time so far at Joshua’s Trust, there is one element that continues to impress me: the power of
connections. Significant protection can all start with one landowner. One person can inspire their
neighbor to consider protecting their property. Then another neighbor is inspired by this collective
effort. Soon, a core group of passionate community members are rallied by one local hero to protect
their land using a federal government program. Some may have decided to sell property to the State of
Connecticut while others chose to work with the local land trust that started it all.  

     The area of southeast Ashford and northern Chaplin is a model example of how a connected
community can accomplish remarkable conservation. Over the years, families and neighbors bonded
over their love of place - spring struts and gobbles of wild turkeys in the oak woods, the low rumble of
tractors haying in summer, the golden colors of fall, and footprints in fresh fallen snow in winter.  Thanks
to their efforts, generations to come will enjoy this same love of place.  
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COMMUNITY CONNECTED CONSERVATION 
by Bryan Avery
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JOSHUA'S TRUST

     Last year at this time, Joshua’s Trust was putting the final touches on
our 5-year strategic plan. Interviews conducted as part of the process
included the following two questions: 1) What is the biggest challenge
facing JT over the next five years?  2) What is the biggest opportunity for
JT over the same timeframe? For me, the answer to those two questions
was the same. The biggest challenge and the biggest opportunity for JT
over the next five years is to engage and maintain a robust community of
volunteers committed to our important mission. Here’s why I think that...  

     For the first 40 years of our existence, from 1966 to 2006, Joshua’s
Trust consisted solely of volunteers, with no paid staff. We were able to
function this way because our organization was neither large or
complicated. Our founders were conservation lay-people who felt a deep
commitment to history and land conservation. Their passion for the
mission got them results. If expertise was needed, they found it. If money
had to be raised, they got creative. Early records show that their
fundraisers included cocktail parties, classical music concerts, and a
dance party with the “Swing and Sway Orchestra.”

    In 1979 Joshua’s Trust owned a total of 7 properties that totaled 350
acres. By 1999 that total had grown to 50 properties and nearly 1500 acres
and by then we were a well-established land trust with a reputation that
was driving land donations our way as fast as we could accept them. 

FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS OF VOLUNTEERISM
AND COUNTING

by John Hankins

Joshua's Trust News • Winter 2024Page 2

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Shenipsit
Striders

                                                                                   Continued on Page 5

JOSHUA'S TRUST NEWS

PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS



WANT TO SEE MORE OF JOSHUA'S TRUST?
Follow us on social media!

@joshuastrust @joshuas_trust @JoshuasTrust_ joshuastrust.org

PROACTIVE SHEPHERDS - WITH GIS

     You may have noticed we’ve devoted a lot of
attention lately to the two new conservation
areas along Stonehouse Brook in Chaplin - the
Harvey Preserve and Tower Hill Preserve - a
total of 413 protected acres. With the
acquisition of land in this corridor, both by
donation and by purchase, we now feel like we
are playing from ahead in the local conservation
game instead of from behind. With the
additional help of Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) we can also think regionally,
throughout the  valley, as well as locally. This
might be the best opportunity Joshua’s Trust
has had to be this proactive and we are very
excited. As past president Paul Pribula
remarked, “Look at the big picture. Look at the
biggest picture you can handle.”  
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by Dan Donahue, George Jacobi, and Paul Pribula

     To paraphrase deeply involved volunteer, Dan Donahue, “Joshua’s Trust leadership developed a
‘Strategic Landscape Conservation Plan,’ which included the creation of a custom-built GIS tech tool that
allowed JT to evaluate and identify important landscapes at different planning scales. This is a state-of-
the-art tool created by a leading expert in the field of applied GIS science. The Primary Forest

                                                                    Continued on Page 7

     We got a lot of “bang for the buck” and this is why in a nutshell: To the east is the Natchaug River with
a parallel road, to the west the same by the Mt. Hope River. NO ROADS run along Stonehouse Brook and
only a few cross it – a far less developed valley. To the south is Mansfield Hollow Wildlife Management
Area, to the north is the Natchaug State Forest and Bigelow Hollow, and in fact, wildlands running all the
way into MA. Other JT preserves occurring within the watershed include Hubbard Sanctuary, Bernard
Church Woods, Friedman Forest, and the Pinkham Preserve. These are within the blue bordered area on
this map, now a “Primary Forest Conservation Focus Area” (PFCFA) for Joshua’s Trust. 

DF Donahue 6/2018

Conservation Focus Area is the ultimate
expression of a significant area that JT has
identified as a priority both locally and
regionally. It coincides well with a GIS data
layer called ‘regional flow’ that The Nature
Conservancy and others have created.” 
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THREE DAYS IN THE LIFE...
by Andy Woodcock

JOSHUA'S TRUST NEWS

rolling, changing landscape teeming with life
underfoot, flying, standing, sleeping, calling,
singing, warning, and I thought, “heaven.”
Followed by, “Let’s get busy.”

     Picture a group of adults, age 18 to 84,
standing in a seasonal stream, which is mostly
mud. Two halves of a felled tree, cut lengthwise,
span the stream, bank to bank. A makeshift
staging area stands nearby some precut
decking, 4x4 posts, and a couple of 6x6s to give
the bridge a foundation. In two hours, the group
will have built a sturdy bridge, with a handrail
and steps. And everyone, me especially, will be
covered in mud - a morning e.e. cummings
might have called “mudluscious.” Picture a
three-person trail crew pulling pre-cut trees
out of a swamp, when a small tsunami of fresh
spring mud leaps up and covers the UConn
Ph.D. candidate. Three people, two hours, one
bridge.

     Picture a pretty big guy carrying a pretty big,
heavy, flat stone and dropping it, perfectly, into
a just-right space to make a wet, mud path a
little dryer. Dropping it from three feet. Into
the mud. Mud, like water, seeks its own level -
at that moment, the level was 5’10‘, head to toe- 

his personal transformation into the Swamp
Thing. Project complete: Three people, two
hours, one 50-foot walkway. These three days
in the life of the Joshua’s Trust trail crew co-
star Mud, nature’s comedian.

I suppose it takes a certain kind of person to get
up on a Saturday morning, brew some coffee,
and think, “Today I’ll let nature make fun of me
in front of friends and colleagues.” I’m grateful
they found their way to the Joshua’s Trust trail
crew. Amid the laughter and hard work, they
each contributed something lasting and good.
Trail crews defy the normal measures of
success. As volunteer coordinator, I walked into
the woods with a crew of one person and a crew
of 60 people. Both required on-the-fly problem
solving and both taught me something about
managing a project. And they succeeded
because that’s what the participants wanted.

     The bridges, boardwalks, rerouting of trails,
stepping stones through mud and across
brooks, the lessons from the land, water and
habitat attracted some of the nicest, most
capable people I’ve ever met. My wholehearted
thanks to each and all of them. But there comes
a time and mine has arrived. I was probably
four, circa 1959, when I found myself enthralled
by the illustrations in the Yellow Pages,
unwittingly forming a lifetime of drawing
cartoons. Later, I found E.M. Forster’s stunning
advice on how to write a novel, “Only connect.”

     So I’ve written the scripts, now it’s time to
illustrate them. I prefer “comic book” to
“graphic novel” but a rose by any other name
tells a story and is worth drawing. Once again,
time to get busy.
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    Seven years ago,
when I retired without
real plans, Jim Russel
suggested I might be a
fit as Volunteer
Coordinator for
Joshua’s Trust. I
walked the forests,
woods, and fields, the
wetlands, brooks,
streams and rivers, the 
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FIFTY-SEVEN YEARS OF VOLUNTEERISM AND
COUNTING (CONTINUED)

    We had also started accepting Conservation
Easements into our land protection toolkit, with dozens
of easements coming to us starting in the early 1990s.
Amazingly, we were still doing the whole thing with
volunteers. In 2006, the Board collectively cried “Uncle”
and hired a part-time conservation coordinator. Shortly
thereafter in 2010 we became accredited through the
Land Trust Alliance, which required us to become more
professional with regard to finances, documentation and
monitoring. Our current Executive Director, Michael
Hveem, came to our rescue in 2015 and since then we’ve
increased our capabilities with a full-time Land
Protection Manager, Stewardship Coordinator, and
Development and Communications Manager, as well as a
part-time Bookkeeper.

     It would be easy to look at our organization and
conclude that because we now have a staff of paid
professionals, we don’t need any volunteer help. That
conclusion would be faulty, as I expect it would take 20
full-time paid staff to successfully accomplish the tasks
we’ve laid for ourselves in the coming years. The gap
between the five staff we have and the 20 we need is
filled by our volunteers. It is our volunteers that allow us
to move this organization forward by serving as an
extension of our staff, often providing skills that would
not otherwise be available.  It is also our volunteers that
give us connections to the communities we serve and to
the land conservation community in general.  If you’re
interested in being part of the volunteer team that
continues to make a difference in the conservation
landscape of northeast Connecticut in 2024, go to our
website, www.joshuastrust.org, click on the “Volunteer”
tab, and select the areas where you’d like to assist. Once
you’ve done that, someone will be in touch to discuss
your role. 

JT Book Critters held three 
discussions during Fall 2023, all based on

award-winning nonfiction. 

READING RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM JT BOOK CRITTERS

In October, not long after Canadian
wildfire smoke created air quality alerts

across the US, we opened with John
Vaillant’s timely Fire Weather.  This

climate change nonfiction makes obvious
the irony of Canada’s fossil fuel

production center being threatened by
wildfires worsened by burning fossil fuels. 

 
In November, we discussed conservation
biology after reading Emma Marris's Wild

Souls. She explores the hard choices in
managing interactions between humans

and wildlife.
 

In December, we turned to our book
group patron saints --Edwin Way Teale
(and Nellie)-- to discuss the 1960 classic
Journey Into Summer.  This refreshing

immersion into plants, animals, and
landscapes is part of the American

Seasons series whose fourth book earned
Teale a Pulitzer Prize. 

 
The JT Book Critters group reads

Nature/Science/Environment books. We
are open to members on a space-available

basis. Please direct inquiries to
bookcritters@yahoo.com.

 
Kristine & Robert Thorson, Coordinators 

http://www.joshuastrust.org/
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What are Qualified Charitable Distributions?
If you are age 70½ or older, you can take advantage of a simple way to benefit Joshua’s Trust and

receive tax benefits in return. You can give any amount up to $100,000 per year from your IRA directly
to a qualified non-profit organization, like Joshua’s Trust, without having to pay income tax on the

money. This gift option is commonly called the IRA charitable rollover or qualified charitable
distribution (QCD).

This gift does not count as income. You can also use this gift to satisfy all or part of your required
minimum distribution (RMD). Please speak with your financial or tax advisor regarding QCDs, RMDs, and

other retirement account withdrawal strategies.

     In just the span of my life, from 1987 to today, this tremendous community effort has taken place. The gift
of Friedman Forest by Abraham Friedman began a movement that was reinforced by locals like the Churches
and the Pinkhams. Over time, that momentum stitched together a wonderful patchwork quilt of conservation
with Joshua's Trust as the center square. Any patch can begin that momentum. Each neighbor can rally others
to such significant ends. I’m proud to spend my career stitching - to be a part of the protection story of how
this corner of scenic rural Connecticut is held, remembered, and shared by Joshua’s Trust. That is our
mission. Protecting Land and Preserving Heritage. Forever. It can all begin with one generous landowner. Will
you be the first square we stitch together in your neighborhood?   

COMMUNITY CONNECTED CONSERVATION (CONTINUED)

GURLEYVILLE GRIST MILL GETS A MUSEUM MAKEOVER 
     If you’ve visited the Gurleyville Grist Mill and Miller’s Cottage campus recently you may have noticed three
new interpretive signs. Thanks to Museum Makeover, a program of Conservation ConneCTion which is
supported through a partnership with the Connecticut League of History Organizations and funded by a grant
from the CT Cultural Fund, visitors to the campus can now read about the history of this area and the historic
buildings all year long. Thank you to everyone who helped with this project.

The CT Cultural Fund is administered by CT Humanities, with funding provided by the Connecticut State
Department of Economic and Community Development/Connecticut Office of the Arts from the Connecticut
State Legislature.

https://ctconservationconnection.org/
http://www.cthumanities.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Services/Arts-and-Creativity/About-the-Office-of-Arts
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Services/Arts-and-Creativity/About-the-Office-of-Arts


PROACTIVE SHEPHERDS (CONTINUED)
    Given that even a large conservation
area suffers with what we might call
“leakage from modern civilization” on
the edges, any protected place is
never effectively as large as it appears
on a map. And given that
fragmentation of habitats is damaging
in many ways, even down to the gene
pool of a species, multiplying
conserved areas with linking corridors
will have positive results today, never
mind our uncertain future. 

The more connectedness or near
connectedness, the more local and
regional ecosystems maintain
diversity and thus health. This is the
case with Stonehouse Brook. This
valuable initiative also identifies other
Trust areas where we might have an
outsized positive effect.
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 Anemone americana, blunt-lobed hepatica

 GREEETINGS FROM JT’S NEW
STEWARDSHIP COORDINATOR

Become a Member 
Your membership matters! As a member, you’ll have a direct hand in safeguarding the beauty and

vitality of northeastern Connecticut for generations to come. Join us in this crucial mission and help
ensure a greener, healthier future for all. Return the enclosed card or visit our website at

joshuastrust.org to become a member today.

    I've been the Stewardship
Coordinator with Joshua's Trust
for two months and continue to
feel super lucky to be working
with such an organization.
Although I grew up in
Connecticut, it felt unlikely that
I would end up in this position.

     After earning my degree in
Environmental Studies at
UConn, I promptly left the
comforts of the northeast to live
in New Mexico and Colorado, 

    It feels like a real treat to be able to work outside in such a
beautiful place and to have the support of so many passionate
conservation-minded folks who are so inspired to protect
northeastern Connecticut and its forests. I look forward to all the
experiences that working with this organization will bring and am
endlessly grateful for the opportunity to help with the myriad
conservation efforts of Joshua's Trust.

by Alex DiMauro-D'Amico

doing trail building and other park maintenance projects. I also
spent three years working as a wildland firefighter which afforded
me the opportunity to see parts of the country I would not have
normally ventured to. This experience, oddly enough, gave me a
much deeper appreciation for the woods of Connecticut that I
grew up in, that I had evidently taken for granted after so many
years. I moved back to the Northeast and worked for the Nature
Conservancy in Maine before finally landing back in Connecticut.
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January 24
Tower Hill Preserve (Chaplin)

February 7
Friedman Memorial Forest (Ashford)

February 21
Knowlton Hill Preserve (Mansfield)

March 6
Chenes Roches Preserve (Willington)

Rock polypody, an evergreen fern, with spores

Join us on our bi-weekly Wednesday Walks and start
your day with fresh air, beautiful evergreens, and

fellow nature lovers. Walks begin at 9:00 AM. 
Visit our website for details and directions.

Can’t make it to a weekday walk?
 Join us at Bradley-Buchanan Woods, Saturday, 1/27, at

10:00 AM for a 5.7-mile guided  hike through the
preserve and into Mansfield Hollow State Park.


